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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to 1) knowledge, attitude, and behavior to promote oral
health among the elderly; 2) social support in promoting oral health among the elderly; and 3) the
relationship between the factors of knowledge, attitude, social support, and oral health promotion
behavior of the elderly. The conceptual framework applied the knowledge, attitudes, and behavior
theory of Benjamin Bloom. The study methodology was quantitative research. The population
consisted of 1,694 elderly individuals. The sample group, totaling 338 persons, was determined by
proportion using the Kochen concept and selected through systematic random sampling. The tool
for the research was a questionnaire. Statistics used for the data analysis include percentage, mean
and standard deviation, and Pearson and Spearman correlation coefficients. The results of the
study found that 1) there is a high level of knowledge, attitude, and behavior in taking care of
overall oral health; 2) social support for promoting overall oral health is at a high level; and 3)
knowledge about oral health care and overall social support are positively correlated with oral
health-promoting behaviors among the elderly, with statistical significance at the .01 level. When
classified by aspect, it was found that the aspect of receiving information on oral health promotion
and the aspect of receiving encouragement and morale from family had a positive relationship
with oral health promotion behavior of the elderly at a statistical significance level of .01, and the
aspect of encouragement from health personnel had a positive relationship with oral health
promotion behavior of the elderly at a statistical significance level of .05. Attitude did not have a

positive relationship with oral health promotion behavior of the elderly.
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